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A Registered Investment Advisor





FAQs

1. What are your credentials?
Jim Elios has more than 25 years of experience in the Financial Services industry, including retail banking with National City Bank, Cleveland, as financial planner with Lincoln Financial Advisors as well as founder of Elios Financial Group in 2000. 

He graduated from Bowling Green State University with a Bachelor of Science in Business Administration (BSBA) with a concentration in marketing and finance.  He obtained his Masters of Business Administration (MBA) from Baldwin Wallace College.  
He is a licensed securities professional through FINRA, holding the Series 7, 24, 63, 65 as well as a licensed insurance agent through the Ohio Department of securities. For more information, visit www.brokercheck.finra.org.
He is a Registered Investment Advisor (RIA) through the Ohio Department of Securities since 2000. For more information, visit www.com.ohio.gov/secu/default.aspx.
He is licensed as a Chartered Financial Consultant® (ChFC®) and Charter Life Underwriter (CLU®) from The American College in Bryn Mawr, PA.  

How Can a Charter Financial Consultant ChFC® Help Me?

• Creating a comprehensive financial plan

• Protecting your assets and managing your financial risk

• Managing taxes better for you and your business

• Helping you secure your retirement

• Building an investment plan to help you reach your goals

• Enhancing the value of your estate to take care of your loved ones
For more information, visit www.americancollege.edu.
2. What services do you offer?
Financial Planning
If you need someone to review your situation and help with big picture planning, consider financial planners. We will help you look to the future and do long-term financial planning in the area of retirement, college funding, wealth transfer, tax planning and insurance.
Investments/Money Management
If you need someone to manage your portfolio and do your investing, we will:

· Design investment portfolios, generally consisting of stocks, bonds and other individual securities.
· Manage the portfolio on a discretionary basis, meaning that you authorize us to trade on your behalf without the need for advanced approval from you. We are a Registered Investment Advisor (RIA) chartered through the State of Ohio and as such, act as a fiduciary with responsibility to invest for your best interests. 
Wealth Management
If you need an advisor who can handle both your investing and your planning needs consider wealth managers. We will:
· Provide highly personalized, comprehensive financial planning as well as investment and portfolio management.
· Coordinate with other professional advisors, such as attorneys and accountants, to serve more complex financial needs, which may include tax minimization, trust management, wealth transfers, real estate management, portfolio performance analytics and more.

3. How are you compensated?
Knowing how your advisor is compensated may help you evaluate the relative objectivity of the recommendations you receive. RIA’s generally work on a fee-only or fee-based basis (combination). 
We are fee only and fee-based/asset based, hourly or flat fees. We charge a percentage of the assets we manage for you (typically 1%-2%) This compensation method aligns you and the advisors best’s interests. Both are mutual interested in growing your portfolio. Hourly or flat fees are often associated with a specific, one-time service (e.g. developing a financial plan). The fee may vary by account size and service. In addition to these fees, you may pay commissions and/or other fees for execution of the trades we make and for the custody of your assets.
4. How do you approach investing for people like me?
Before discussing investments an advisor should get to know you, your financial issues and your goals for today and the future. This will allow the advisor to give investment advice that’s rooted in a deep understanding of what you want to achieve and can be tailored to your specific needs.
Ongoing, independent, objective…
We emphasize continuous and regular account supervision.  As part of our asset management service, we generally create a portfolio, consisting of individual stocks or bonds, exchange traded funds (“ETFs”), no-load and institutional mutual funds and other public and private securities as core investments.  
The client’s individual investment strategy is tailored to their specific needs and may include some or all of the previously mentioned securities.  Each portfolio will be initially designed to meet a particular investment goal determined to be suitable to the client’s circumstances.  Once the portfolio has been determined, we review the portfolio at least quarterly and if necessary, rebalance the portfolio based on the client’s individual needs, stated goals and objectives.  

We may use Independent Money Managers, where we may design an investment portfolio and provide ongoing corresponding asset management services on a fee-only basis for a percentage of assets in conjunction with another investment advisory firm.  Before selecting other advisers, we will perform thorough due diligence for quality, long-term investment results.
5. Where will my assets be held

RIAs typically use independent custodians—generally brokerage firms or banks—to hold and safeguard their clients’ stocks, mutual funds and other assets

We are affiliated with LPL Financial, member FINRA SIPC the nation's largest independent broker-dealer (based on total revenue, Financial Planning magazine, June 1996-2013), a top RIA custodian, and a leading independent consultant to retirement plans. LPL Financial offers proprietary technology, comprehensive clearing and compliance services, practice management programs and training, and independent research to over 13,000 financial advisors and approximately 685 financial institutions. In addition, LPL Financial supports over 4,400 financial advisors licensed with insurance companies by providing customized clearing, advisory platforms and technology solutions. LPL Financial and its affiliates have more than 2,900 employees with headquarters in Boston, Charlotte and San Diego. For more information, visit www.lpl.com.
6. What are the benefits to working with an RIA and more specifically your company?

What is an RIA?

A registered investment advisor (RIA) is a professional advisory firm that offers personalized

Financial advice to its clients, many of whom are affluent. Many independent RIAs: 
· Work with complex portfolios and address unique needs that require a highly customized level of investment management strategy and consultation.

· Are owned by the individual advisors who run them.

· Provide advice and services for a fee based on a percentage of client’s assets.

RIA firms are registered with the Securities and Exchange Commission or state securities regulators, are subject to the Investment Advisers Act of 1940 and have a fiduciary duty to act in the best interest of their clients. 

Why might an independent RIA be a good choice for an investor?

· Independent RIAs generally have affiliations with a variety of firms that assist with tax planning, estate planning, money management and more. These affiliations allow them to help their clients with complex financial needs.

· An independent RIA’s affiliations generally make available a wide universe of products and services to them, so that an RIA can tailor solutions to an individual client’s goals.

· Some independent RIA’s compensation is directly related to growing their clients’ assets, which can benefit both the advisor and client.


