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Plan for Your Future 
 

 
 
 
Start with a Plan 
 

We help people get their financial house in order.  This means starting with a plan.  You wouldn’t build a house without 
first having a blueprint in place. This booklet is a guide to developing your financial blueprint so that you can get your  
financial house in order.  When the process is complete, you will have a well-crafted financial plan in place. 
 

What is financial planning? 
 

Financial planning is meeting your life goals through proper management of your resources. A well-crafted plan will    
coordinate the various aspects of your financial life so you can: 
 

Discover your current financial situation 
Establish a strategy for your future 
Implement an appropriate investment and savings program 
Monitor and Adjust the changes that happen throughout your lifetime 

 
Why do I need a plan? 
 

Each individual has different dreams, plans and goals for their life, therefore, a customized financial plan can help you 
build your financial house to help you meet your own unique financial goals.  Whether you are planning for college      
education, your dream vacation home or to live a comfortable retirement, it all starts with a plan to build the financial 
house you desire. 
 

How does the planning process work? 
 

Start by thinking of the dreams, plans and goals that you have for your life.  Then gather the current materials that you 
have for your current finances. We will then help you through the building process with the materials available in this 
planning packet. 
 
At Phillips Wealth Management LLC, we believe in helping you through the customization process to make sure you 
have all the right building materials to get your financial house in order.  We are here to help you from start to finish. 



 4 

Step I: Blueprints/Discovery 
 
 
We begin this stage during our initial meeting where 
we get to know one another.  Just like building a 
home requires a blueprint, we begin by focusing on 
your specific needs.  The starting point is for us to 
discover what your dreams, plans and goals are for 
your financial future.  
 

Your Net Worth and Cash Flow 
 
The beginning of this process is to determine exactly 
how much money you have this is known as your 
net worth. You will also need to determine your net 
cash flow after expenses.  This will help you plan on 
how to allocate your surplus cash flow to meet your 
future needs. 
 
You can determine your net worth and cash flow by 
gathering the following documents: 
 

Net Worth 
 

Bank statements 
Investment account statements 
IRA/ROTH IRA account statements 
Retirement Plan account statements 
Social Security estimates 

 

Cash Flow 
 

Tax returns 
Paycheck stubs 
Checkbook 
Credit card bills 
Mortgage statements 

 
 
Many times the distractions of living life keep us 
from making sure our financial house is in order or 
even thinking about our financial future.  The good 
news is that is never too late to start.  If you have 
put money aside for your future, now is the time to 
have a plan in place to make sure you will reach 
your goals. 

 
 
Complete the Worksheets 
 
We have compiled worksheets that will help you put      
together your unique blueprint for your financial house.  
This planning kit was developed with you in mind. 
 
We are available to assist you to make sure you think 
through the process of completing the worksheets. These 
worksheets will become your financial plan, your blueprint, 
to  your financial future. 
 
We start with the “Your Net Worth” form. Include all bank 
accounts, personal investment accounts, retirement       
accounts, cash value of insurance contracts and real estate 
holdings. 
 

Next, complete the “Your Cash Flow” form.  To complete 

this form, your most recent tax form and paychecks will be 

helpful in determining your total current income.  You can 

also use your bank statements and credit card bills to help 

figure out your  average yearly expenses.  The difference 

between income and expenses will be the net cash flow 

you will have available for investing. 
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Step 2:  Foundation/Strategy 
 
 
At this stage, you will need to decide where you want to be 
in the future.  The goals of buying a home, funding college 
education, traveling and retiring financially independent are 
goals that most people share.  Then there are goals that 
are more specific to your unique situation among them are 
long-term care for you or aging parents, leaving a financial 
legacy and philanthropy. Once you have the basic goals in 
place, the next thing is to dream about the things above 
and beyond your basic needs. 
 

Current Needs 
 
No matter what your plans and dreams are for the future, 
you will first need to make sure that your current needs are 
being satisfied. Here is how to begin this planning: 
 

Long Term:  Review your Cash Flow Worksheet.  If 
your current income is greater than your expenses, 
then you can begin to set aside money for your 
long term goals.  However, if you are spending 
more than you earn, you will have to make some 
tough decisions. 

 
Short Term: We recommend an emergency savings of 

three to six months of expenses.  Determine what 
your average monthly expense are and then place 
three to six months in a safe place as an        
emergency fund. 

 
Intermediate Term:  Think about something that may 

be coming up in a few years (paying for a wedding, 
renovations to your house, new car etc.).  You may 
want to consider starting to put money aside for 
these upcoming expenses perhaps in a safe place 
or an investment program specifically for these 
expense. 

 
 

 
 
Prioritize Your Goals 
 
The strategy is your strategy and is unique to you.  
You now get to prioritize the financial goals that are 
most important to you.  Just like when you are   
planning a house, some things are important to you 
and some things can wait  (i.e. the kitchen is       
important but you can wait on the sun room).  
 
We can help you with our planning process to begin 
to prioritize what is the most important to you.  
Should you focus on our retirement funds or college 
education funds? Is the vacation home more       
important than traveling now? 
 
Once again, this is your plan what do you want it to 
be? 
 

Where do you want to be 10 years from now?  What 

about 20 years? Or perhaps 30 years?  Your       

answers will be unique to you!  This is the time to 

dream a little as well:  do you see yourself traveling, 

learning a new skill, relaxing in the sun at your    

vacation home, or giving back to your community in 

some significant way.  Whatever your dream is, let’s 

talk about it to see what it would take to fulfill the 

dreams, plans and goals that you have for your life. 
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Step 3: Frame/Implementation 
 
 
Now that you have a blueprint and foundation in place, it 
is time to begin to frame your financial house by putting 
your plan in place. 
 

Growing Investments Over Time 
 
Now that you have taken the time to put a plan in place, 
we will help you determine how you will get there.  We will 
help you navigate the gap that you have between your 
current savings and your future goals by putting  together 
an investment strategy that will fit your unique needs. 
 
The amount of capital appreciation depends on: 
 

The amount of time you’ll need to achieve your goals 
 
How much you plan to add to your savings over time 
 
The rate of return from your savings 

 
Certainly, the longer you have to invest, the easier it may 
be to accumulate the money that you need. 
 
What if the annual savings amount is an unrealistic     
number?  You may have to wait longer to achieve your 
goal or you can increase your savings amount.  You can 
also look at attempting to increase your investment rate of 
return.  We can work with you to help determine what fits 
into your financial plan. 
 

Variety of Investments 
 
At times it is tempting to place all of your investment    
dollars in a single investment with an anticipated high rate 
of return.  But what would be the risk of that type of      
investment strategy?  What would happen if the           
investment performed poorly?  What would that do to your 
financial plans for the future? 
 
You may want to consider diversifying your investment 
assets using an effective investment strategy and asset 
allocation strategy among various investment types and 
accounts. 
 

 
 
 
 
You can start by looking at the three broad asset classes – 
cash, bonds and stocks.  Each of these asset classes differ in 
terms of potential return they provide and the volatility of those 
returns.  Each of these asset classes act differently in different 
economic and market conditions. Using each may be necessary 
to help minimize the impact of the short-term ups and downs of 
the market while still getting growth for the future. 
 
The framing of your financial house may include all three of 
these asset classes.  The cash and equivalents may form the 
foundation of your investment strategy.  Then bonds would be 
next that have historically performed better than cash but with 
less volatility than stocks.  In addition, if a bond is purchased 
and held to maturity it will provide a fixed rate of return with a 
fixed principal value.  Stocks are located at the top because 
they do indeed carry the most volatility yet they also offer the 
greatest potential return. 

 
What About Risk 
 
Risk means different things to different people.  For most     
people, it means the danger of watching a decline in the value 
of your investment portfolio.  It could also mean the chances, or 
probability, of not accumulating enough assets to achieve the 
dreams, plans and goals that you have for your financial house.  
When constructing your financial house, risk means that the 
amount of risk that you assume in your portfolio may not totally 
depend on how you “feel” but on the calculated rate of return 
that you need to achieve your financial goals based on your 
unique situation. 
 
While all risk may not be able to be eliminated from your      
portfolio and certainly past performance does not guarantee 
future returns, we still need to build on these fundamental    
principles:  long-term perspective and diversification.  When you 
observe the stock markets, on average the stock market      
declines a little over 14% from its high every year and ever 5-6 
years we see a major market decline.  You need to know this 
for any allocation to the stock markets. 
 
If your goal is a short term goal, you may need to consider if 
any of the money for that goal should be allocated to stocks.  
For example, you are saving money to purchase a house in two 
years, you may want to consider placing those assets in lower 
risk assets to protect the principal.  
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Step 4: Maintain/Monitor and Adjust 
 

 
 
 
 
Adjusting Your Financial Plan 
 
Now that you have designed and built your financial plan, we will help you maintain your plan and make any adjustments 
that are needed.  You will reach different milestones in your life and at those times adjustments may be needed.  If you are 
20 years from retirement, you may want to be more growth focused.  However, as you get closer to retirement you may 
want to make adjustments to more income oriented investments.  

 
Maintaining Your Financial Plan 
 
From time to time, market conditions may dictate that you make changes in your investment portfolio. This could include 
rebalancing your investment portfolio if one asset class outperforms other asset classes. You may also want to diversify 
your portfolio to meet changing needs in your life.  In addition, new goals may enter into your life. For example, perhaps 
you want to help grandchildren save for their college education, start a new business venture or help fund new charitable 
goals that are presented to you.  
 

 
 
How do you stay on track when…you change jobs, inherit money, sell a business, sell a property or retire?  These changes 
can offer both opportunities and financial challenges.  For more in-depth information about these matters, feel free to    
contact us on how to manage these changes. 

An effective financial plan is never complete until all your dreams, plans and goals are satisfied or surpassed.  Until then, your 
plan is a dynamic process that should adapt as your individual needs change. In addition, economic and market conditions 
change that may cause changes in your plan. We work closely with our clients to understand your needs and keep focused on 
changing markets. 
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Net Worth Worksheet 
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Cash Flow Worksheet 
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Mark Phillips 

 

President 

614-254-6034 

855-315-3648 
mphillips@ma-adviser.com 

Mark Phillips has achieved a rewarding career in financial services by putting his clients' interests first and providing   

exceptional personal service. 

His three decades of experience as a financial advisor - throughout major market cycles - have taught him how to advise 

his clients to understand the risks and rewards of investing. 

When serving clients, Mark draws on the communications and leadership skills he developed at some of the well-known 
names on Wall Street. He started his financial services career in 1987 as a Financial Consultant with Paine Webber. He 
moved his financial practice to Smith Barney and advanced during his 10-year tenure to become a First Vice President - 
Investments. He also spent several years at UBS Financial Services before he helped establish the investment firm FPL 

Financial Strategies in 2007. In 2013, he established his own firm, Phillips Wealth Management, LLC. 

In addition to applicable securities registrations and insurance licenses, he holds his bachelor's degree in business ad-

ministration and marketing from Kent State University. 

An active member of Sycamore Creek Church, Mark is the director of men’s ministry and a teacher on Sunday mornings. 
Mark also serves on two non-profit board of directors – Our Father’s Project and The Brockstrong Foundation. He is a 
past president of the Evangel Christian Academy Athletic Booster Club, a former volunteer Pickerington High School  
Tigers football coach, and was active with the Pickerington Youth Athletic Association. Mark and his wife Jan have two 
children: a son, AJ, who works with Mark at Phillips Wealth Management, LLC and a daughter, Jennie, who works in the 

retail industry.  

He enjoys playing an occasional round of golf, all sports and traveling to Florida theme parks. 
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Andrew "AJ" Phillips 

 
 

Marketing/Client Services 

614-254-6378 
855-315-3648 
aphillips@ma-adviser.com 

 

Andrew "AJ" Phillips joined Phillips Wealth Management LLC in 2013. AJ was studying Accounting and Business Man-
agement at Malone University when he answered the call to serve his country by enlisting in the United States Marine 

Corps. 

While serving in the United States Marine Corps, AJ served one combat tour in support of Operation Enduring Freedom 
in Afghanistan as a member of the 1st Battalion 6th Marines as an Infantry Marine. He ended his enlistment as a team 

leader in his squad. He was awarded a Combat Action Ribbon and Afghanistan Campaign Medal for his service. 

AJ also worked in Sales and Customer Service capacity before joining Phillips Wealth Management in 2013. 

AJ is married to his wife, Jenna, and has a daughter, Brynn, they currently reside in Pickerington, OH. He enjoys      
softball, volleyball, and golf. He and Jenna serve together volunteering at their church Grace Fellowship in Pickerington, 

OH. 
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What We Believe… 

 

We believe… 

 

 That our clients interest are above our own interest 

 

 That each individual should be treated with the utmost respect from each member of Phillips Wealth Management 

LLC 

 

 That all information from our clients will be kept in complete confidence 

 

 That our clients should have and maintain easy access to a qualified financial advisor 

 

 That to serve our clients on an ongoing basis that each of our financial professionals should continue to grow 

through ongoing training and development to make them better at their job of serving our clients 

 

 That each client should have regular portfolio reviews with their financial advisor to review their accounts and any 

changes that may impact their financial or investment needs 

 

 That to adequately serve our clients that we need to have Full Financial Disclosure of their current financial      

position and goals for the future 

 

 That the best client is an educated client, therefore, we will continue to offer our clients continuing education    

opportunities to make them better consumers of financial services 

 

 That to build a long-term relationship with our clients that there should be full transparency of fees that are 

charged, portfolio performance and individual account returns 

 

Securities are offered through Mid Atlantic Capital Corporation (MACC), a registered Broker Dealer, Member 
FINRA/SIPC. Financial Advice is offered through Mid Atlantic Financial Management, Inc. (MAFM) a Registered In-
vestment Adviser. Phillips Wealth Management LLC is not a registered entity or a subsidiary or control affiliate of 

MACC or MAFM 


