
Brenda Blisk, Financial Planner in McLean, is Featured in 
Profiles in Diversity Journal 
 
McLean, VA - Brenda Blisk, CFP®, Founder and CEO of The Blisk Financial 
group, is featured in the 8th Annual Women Worth Watching® issue of Profiles 
in Diversity Journal. She is one of 87 women executives from across the country 
profiled in this issue, which features mentoring and leadership essays from each 
honoree. 
According to James Rector, publisher, “Reading these executives’ essays 
uncovers a wealth of knowledge on how to be successful both professionally and 
personally, and it’s absolutely thrilling to see that these organizations are setting 
the precedence for featuring their women leaders.”  
 
Blisk, who founded The Blisk Financial Group in 1985, serves as a mentor for 
Women in Technology’s SIG Mentor-Protégée Program for professional 
women.  This includes: career path advice, work/life balance tips, and the 
development of networking skills. She recently participated in the University of 
Maryland Smith’s School of Business Mentor Night for seniors getting ready to 
enter the business world.  
 
When Blisk started her career in the financial services industry in 1985, the 
industry was almost totally male dominated – with less than one percent 
participation by women in management positions. Even today, the Certified 
Financial Planner Board of Standards reports that only 23% of the nation’s 
58,000 Certified Financial Planners® are women. 
 
In 2007, Blisk received a Bravo Women Business Achievement Award sponsored 
by Washington Smart CEO magazine and TiE-DC, an organization dedicated to 
supporting the community of entrepreneurs in the Mid-Atlantic region. Criteria for 
the Bravo Awards include overcoming business obstacles, financially 
outperforming competitors, displaying leadership and work ethic beyond the 
workplace and using a business base to benefit community fundraising. In 2008, 
she was named one of the Washington Business Journal’s Women Who Mean 
Business. Washington Business Journal Publisher Alex Orfinger describes these 
awards as representing “leadership, innovation, entrepreneurship, business savvy 
and just plain hard work.” 
 
Blisk’s other recent honors include being named one of 28 women to receive the 
first “Influential Women of Virginia” award from Virginia Lawyers Weekly in May 
2009 and one of the “Top Financial Advisors” in the U.S. by Barron’s Magazine in 
February 2009. 
 



This new Barron’s listing follows Blisk’s recognition in 2007 and 2008 as one of 
Barron’s Top 100 Women Financial Advisors in the U.S. In addition, Blisk has 
been recognized in both 2007 and 2008 by Virginia Business Magazine as one of 
the top 50 wealth advisors in Virginia and in 2009 as one of the top 25 wealth 
advisors in Virginia.	  


