
Brenda Blisk honored as Stellar Woman of the Year 
at Virginia Women’s Business Conference

McLean, VA, December 8, 2014 - Brenda Blisk, Certified Financial Planner and CEO of the Blisk Financial Group in McLean, was 
recognized as “Stellar Woman of the Year” at the Virginia Women’s Business Conference. Blisk was presented the award on 
November 21 at the National Conference Center in Leesburg before an audience of 535 women. She is the second woman to 
receive this award. Linda Crill, author of Blind Curves, a breast cancer survivor book, was the first recipient.

Blisk was recognized for her business and charitable achievements over her 29 year career. She started her career in the financial 
services industry in 1985. At that time, the financial industry was almost totally male dominated – with less than one percent 
participation by women in management positions. Even today, the Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards reports that 
only 23% of the nation’s 58,000 Certified Financial Planners® are women. 

Blisk founded the Blisk Financial Group in 1997. In 2014, she was recognized by Barron’s as one of “America’s 1400 Top Financial 
Advisors.” Similarly, she was recognized by Barron’s as one of “America’s 1000 Top Financial Advisors” in 2009 – 2013 and as one 
of Barron’s “Top 100 Women Financial Advisors in the U.S” (2008, 2009 and 2010). Virginia Business Magazine recognized her 
as one of the top 50 wealth advisors in Virginia in 2009 and 2010 and as one of the top 25 wealth advisors in Virginia in 2012, 
2013 and 2014.
 
Throughout her career, Blisk has donated a portion of her salary to charity. Over the past five years, she has raised more than 
$400,000 (net) for the Red Cross in the National Capital Region through her annual “In the Bag” auction. The Red Cross in the           
National Capital Region provides disaster relief across eight counties in the Washington, DC, area, including 250,000 meals 
monthly, 750 American Red Cross Volunteers at area hospitals and gives support to US and World Disasters. Last year, 88,810 
people in the region were touched by Red Cross community services. 

Planning for the auction has become a nine-month process involving approximately 12,000 volunteer hours from the 41-person 
committee. Blisk puts in 225 hours each year on the event. In her three years as a member of the Red Cross Tiffany Circle, Brenda 
has been instrumental in growing membership and in organizing and supporting a variety of events and service projects.  
Blisk’s achievements also include being featured as one of NOVA Exec magazine’s “Top Ten Women in Business” in 2011 and as 
one of five leading business women in Northern Virginia Magazine’s July 2012 issue.

Blisk has received numerous other awards and recognitions. In December 2009, she was inducted into Research Magazine’s 
Advisor Hall of Fame. In the same year, she was featured as one of the 87 women executives in the “8th Annual Women Worth 
Watching®” issue of Profiles in Diversity Journal. 

Also in 2009, she was named one of Virginia Lawyer’s Weekly’s “Influential Women of Virginia”, one of the Washington                             
Business Journal’s “Women Who Mean Business”, and a recipient of Washington Smart CEO’s Brava! Women Business 
Achievement Award. In 2012, she was inducted into the Brava! Hall of Fame. 
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